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SECOND WORLD WAR — DULCIE McGARRIGAL 
Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.53 pm]: I had the honour of presenting the seventy-fifth anniversary of the end of 
the Second World War commemorative medallion and certificate of commemoration to Dulcie McGarrigal of 
Narrogin this week. Dulcie’s husband, Cecil William McGarrigal, served in the Second World War from 1942 to 
1945. Cecil started training with the Royal Australian Air Force and then the Commando Signals Task Force before 
embarking on a ship to an unknown destination. Cecil landed in Morotai, an island off Indonesia, surviving a bombing 
attack as they landed. While there, Cecil contracted malaria and dysentery, which permanently affected his health. 
After serving in those locations, Cecil continued on to both Borneo and the Philippines. Following the declaration 
of peace and at the age of 21, Cecil returned to his home in Popanyinning with little fanfare. Although he felt proud 
to have served his country, it was countered with a feeling of loss because of the three years that he was away. 

The surname McGarrigal is renowned in the small town of Popanyinning, which is in the electorate of Roe. The 
McGarrigal family have owned and run the Popanyinning General Store since 1940 when they bought it from the 
Dowling family. Cecil and Annie McGarrigal ran the store with Cecil Junior and Dulcie taking over following their 
marriage in 1956. The family ran the store for 46 years with Cecil and Dulcie McGarrigal raising their family there 
and being involved in all aspects of the small community.  

Dulcie remains well and is dearly loved by her family, friends and the many people who have crossed her path 
over the years. Also at the presentation with Dulcie were her children John, Gavin and Lorraine and their families.  
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